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Statement on Congressional Action on the Republican Budget Proposal
March 25, 1999

The budget that congressional Republicans
passed today is a series of missed opportunities.
It fails to lock in debt reduction, fails to extend
the solvency of Social Security and Medicare,
and fails to protect key investments for the
American people—from Head Start to clean
water and law enforcement. While this budget
marks a reversal from last year’s failed effort
by Republicans to drain the entire surplus for
a tax cut, it still does not do enough to pay

down the debt and strengthen Social Security
and Medicare.

This year we have a unique opportunity to
build on our success by passing a fiscally dis-
ciplined budget that pays down the debt,
strengthens Social Security, shores up Medicare,
and protects key investments in our children,
the environment, and law enforcement. I am
committed to accomplishing these goals to give
the American people a budget that prepares for
the future.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Report on the Strategic
Concept of NATO
March 25, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with Condition (1)(D) of the

resolution of advice and consent to the ratifica-
tion of the Protocols to the North Atlantic Trea-
ty of 1949 on the Accession of Poland, Hungary,
and the Czech Republic, adopted by the United
States Senate on April 30, 1998, I transmit here-

with the attached unclassified report to the Con-
gress on the Strategic Concept of NATO.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Forces to Macedonia
March 25, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
This is a report under section 8115 of the

Department of Defense Appropriations Act,
1999 (Public Law 105–262), to inform you of
my decision to send certain U.S. forces to Mac-
edonia to enhance force protection for U.S. and
other NATO forces in that nation, to support
U.S. and NATO military activities in the region,
to deter attacks on U.S. and NATO forces al-
ready in Macedonia, and to assist in preparing
for a possible NATO peace implementation
force in Kosovo. Over the past several weeks,
non-U.S. NATO countries began a consensual

deployment of national forces to Macedonia to
prepare to implement a peace agreement in
Kosovo, should one be signed. Approximately
10,000 non-U.S. NATO forces are now deployed
to Macedonia and have been placed under
NATO’s operational control.

As you know, the mandate for the U.N. Pre-
ventive Deployment (UNPREDEP) expired on
February 28, 1999. Approximately 400 U.S. per-
sonnel are currently stationed in Macedonia in
Task Force Able Sentry (TFAS). We expect that
some elements of these forces will redeploy out
of the area and that others, together with certain
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